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James and Evelyn Piazza make a statement Monday after new charges were announced by the Centre County, Pa., district attorney in the 


February hazing death of Hunterdon Central graduate Timothy Piazza at Penn State University. Dan Gleiter, pennlive.com 


More frat members charged in student’s death 
as recovered video shows booze binge, says DA 


Jeff Goldman For The Star-Ledger 
and Christine Vendel pennlive.com 


New criminal charges have been filed against 12 addi- 
tional Penn State fraternity brothers authorities say are 
responsible for the hazing death of Hunterdon Central High 
School graduate Timothy Piazza, Centre County District 
Attorney Stacy Parks Miller said in a news conference Mon- 
day in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. 

The district attorney refiled charges and added new 
charges after recovering basement video allegedly previ- 
ously deleted by Beta Theta Pi brothers. 

The newly recovered video showed that Piazza drank at 
least 18 drinks within one hour and 22 minutes in the base- 
ment, the prosecutor said. 

“Mr. Piazza never once obtained any of those drinks for 
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himself,” Parks Miller said. 

Ten of the defendants are new; charges were reinstated 
against two people whose cases had been dropped and 
counts were added against five who had previously been 
charged. In all, 17 men are charged. 

The new defendants face charges of hazing and furnish- 
ing alcohol to minors and five of them face charges of invol- 
untary manslaughter. 

Piazza, 19, died two days after falling down steps Feb. 2 
after drinking at the pledge ceremony at Beta Theta Pi. He 
suffered a fractured skull, shattered spleen, collapsed lung 
and other injuries, likely during a series of falls in the house. 
No one called for help for almost 12 hours, police said. He 
was estimated to have had a blood-alcohol level several 
times the legal limit for adult drivers. 
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U.S. DISTRICT COURT 


Menendez 
jury says it 
can’t reach 
a verdict 


Word of deadlock matches 
publicized view of ex-juror 


Thomas Moriarty and MaryAnn Spoto 
For The Star-Ledger 


The jury in the bribery trial of Sen. Rob- 
ert Menendez told a federal judge in New- 
ark on Monday that it was deadlocked on 
a verdict. 

U.S. District Judge William Walls sent 
the jurors home early and told them to try 
again today. 

“Go home and have a good meal and 
have a good sleep,” Walls told them. 

The jury foreman had sent the judge a 
note about 2 p.m. saying the group could 
not reach a verdict on any of the counts. “Is 
there any additional guidance and what do 
we do now?” the foreman asked the judge 
in his note. 

The note was sent out just hours after an 
alternate juror joined the group to replace 
SEE TRIAL, 4 


Jersey Olympian 
inspires the first 
Barbie with hijab 


Amy Kuperinsky For The Star-Ledger 


Olympic medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad 
became the first woman to wear a hijab on 
Team USA when she competed at the 2016 
Olympics in Rio. 

The 31-year-old fencer, who grew up in 
Maplewood and fenced at Columbia High 
School, also became the first Muslim- 
American woman to win an Olympic medal 
when the U.S. won bronze in the team sabre 
event. 

Now Muhammad has scored another 
first — her own hijab-wearing Barbie. 

Mattel announced the debut of a Barbie 
doll modeled after Muhammad on Monday, 
SEE BARBIE, 2 


INSIDE 
Civil rights icon dies 


Recalled by a family friend as being feisty 
“to the end,” lifelong civil rights activist 
and Trenton resident Edith Savage- 
Jennings died Sunday at 93. Page 2 
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